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% The negative charge can not be delocalized over the ethoxycarbonyl groups as over
the carbonyl groups
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cyclopentadiene indene fluorene
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[cyclopentadiene is highly acidic hydrocarbon with a pK, of 16 — an acidity comparable to
that of water and alcohol. The six-electron aromatic character of this electronic system
stabilizes the anion relative to the hydrocarbon. |

[If one or both double bonds in cyclopentadiene are replaced by benzene rings, the
corresponding anion has reduced stability relative to its conjugate acid because the
delocalization of negative charge disrupts the benzene conjugation. |
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